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A- WHAT ISESCHATOLOGY?
1- Introduction of Eschatology

Eschatology is the knowledge of the things that will hgppen a the end of times. It is a branch of
dogmatic theology that studies the things that conclude our history and the history of the world, everything that
has to do with life after death and find stage of the world. “It is aout the end of history (or of the world in its
present state), the resurrection of the dead, the last judgment, and related matters.” (Encyclopedia Britannica). The
eschatologica problem — known in its dramatic aspect — comes from the same, proper nature of our knowledge
that is unlimited, and looks to reech everything, but runs into the barrier of desth which interrupts any
exploration of what exists later. We want to know what will exist later, thisisthe eschatological issue.

Thisissue istaboo in the current culture: some say it isafaseissue, or an issue that cannot be solved, or
an issue that is not worth even to be suggested or discussed. Since we are human beings, we cannot dismissit, or
ignoreit at all, and whoever says that he/she is not interested must be insincere!

We bascdly want to know what is there after that part of our adventure that is experimentd or
predictable: in a word, we want to know what our destiny is — if that is possible — and the destiny of the
humanity. Although we are passing away, nevertheless, we still have curiosity to know where we are going.

Pope Benedict XVI, in introducing his book Estetday, Desth ad Etend Life (1977), says that
echatology was that part of theology that was taught a the end of dogmatic theology programs. Later (citing
from Bathasar), it was cdled the “Sorm Zone’ of contemporary theology, and today it is dominating the whole
theological atmosphere.

2- Eschatology in the Early Cultures: the Epic of Gilgamesh

Before Judeo-Chrigtianity, some cultures believed in eternd life. Many of the myths of these cultures,
especially the Greek, are about the struggle between gods and men, looking for eternity or stealing it by force, etc.
In our Mesopotamian culture we have the oldest epic in the history of humanity, the“Epic of
Gilgamesh.” The story is about the king of Uruk “Gil-ga-mesh” (2700 BC):

‘A tyramnicd and Hfih kingd Uruk (in sauthern Mesgpdtaia), hewes ban fran an earthly father and dvinenahe,
half men and half gd. Beause d his humen Hlf, hefdt hewaud nesr beimmorta! Gilgamesh wes na lod by the papde d
Uruk, epadaly beaused hisbed pdioy o degaingwith ey kridein hiskingdam thefird nigt, bdaedeencuntes her gaam
The people invoked the gods to free them from such injustice. " Enkidu™ : one of the goddesses heard the voice of the people and sent a
dgragaeturetofigt Gilgamesh. Hewasa rurd men, whose bady wes owrad o hair, livingwith theanimelsin thewoods and
who usd to est thehelbs Hewes andhe figreantrary o thekingsfigre Afte exaounteing"Enkidu' and figtingwith him
ncbady ded but the king won, and bath beame friends againg thewill o gids But Gilgamesh's persondlity dnanges fram thet
moment. Later, they decide to fight against the unjust will of the gods. Finally, Gilgamesh refuses to marry the god Ishtar (the goddess
d lo®, 2 the gds s;d ddkness upan his friend to bresk his heart. After Enkidu's desth, Gilgamesh darted laking far the
"eternal life." Fearing death, he startsa journey seeking a cure or magic medicine that maintains the body from corruption and brings
yauth badk. On hisjaurney, heexauntesa wise woman thet istheoana d an inn, sepraohaies fa imthet it is usdes far
hmtolak fa a are beauseheisa matad pgsn. Na ligening to the lady, he axtinues his jaurney, and dasdes to find the
unigue men whowm dand life " Utnapishtim” (agmilar figreto Nceh d the OT) a man who wan genity fran the gods
because hewes the anly sunivar with hisfamily, d thegest flood A fter finding Gilgamesh a vary subbarn men, they sexd imto
pdk themegcheb that gves d@anity. Findly, Gilgamesh findstheacMssd drugin a megcflona, but a iekegedsit franhim
Then he @mes badk hare odested, resognizing the pone d desth o/ humen bangs But Gilgamesh novis a judt rule; and he
decidesto build a historic fence around Uruk to |eave a permanent and good remembrance of him after he dies, better than any cure.’



Almost 5000 years ago, people of Mesopotamia wrote a wonderful piece of human art and theology,
expressing their worry about the life to come. Gilgamesh represents every human being. Seeking for earthly
things. power, wealth, desire, fame... (like the 3 temptations of Jesus, Mt 4:1-11). Hislife changes, after seeing the
death of his best friend "Enkidu" in front of his own eyes. Gilgamesh then decides to start looking for
something that will stay or that will never vanish or fade away, tha is, eternd life. This attempt reflects the
eschatologicad dimension in the Mesopotamian thinking, to start thinking about the things to come, the end of
everything, and the end of our own life.

B- BIBLICAL ESCHATOLOGY

1- Eschatology in the OT:

a- Announcing the “Day of the Lord:” it looks like | srael was expecting a glorious interference from
Y ahweh on their side. In Amos we find the people waiting for the “day of light.” From the 8"-4" century BC, we
find the prophetic line consistent about this same idea of describing the “Day of the Lord” asaday of Glory.

Itisa“closg” day, when Yahweh will cry out to sart the war. It isaday of clouds and revenge, when the
heavens shdl be rolled up like a scroll, and the earth shake, and the world turn to ruins, and people will live in
frightening isolation as in the days of Gomorrah, or as if the world is lost in a desert. People will be scared and
gart hiding from the terror and confusion, and even become blind, their hearts will tremble, till they become
unable to stand on their feet. It isthe general destruction, the judgment, the distinguishing, the purifying, and the
end.

Because this description comes &fter the Exile, it was referring to the last day, but it redly meant to bein
the first level adescription and reflection of historic events.

This way we understand why the day when Jerusdem was destroyed was caled “the Day of the Lord.”
We should understand that behind each biblicd text we can find a historic background and experience. Because
of Yahweh'sinterference in the history of Isradl, the last started acknowledging God’s victorious support aganst
their enemies and his destruction of them: (he stopped the sun Jos 10: 12-14, orders the clouds to serve Jgs 5:4-5,
and the thunder 1 Sm 7:10, or hurling great stones from the sky Jos 10:11).

Because of these heroic battles, Israel started forming an idea about the “Day of the Lord” afirming
through these images that “Y ahweh” isthe Lord of history.

b- Waiting for the Last Day: “Yahweh” isleading history to its end. Announcing the “Day of Y ahweh”
for Isradl will reach the whole world. This day will come not today, but a the end of times, when this world will
be over. The prophets went against what people thought of “Yahweh” staying aways with them no matter what
they do. That day will be avictorious day for Isragl, but for only for its remnant:

Wee to those who yearn far the day d the LORD! Whet will this day o the LORD mean far yau? Darkness and nd
light! Asif a man watt tofleeframa lian, and a bexr $add mett hinp Or asif an eteing his hause hewareto regt his hand
agping thewdl, and a geke shaud bite him Will na the day o the LORD be darkness and nat light, daom withaut any
brightness? (Amos 5: 18-20)

Therefae hear theward o thelL ORD, yau arragant, who rulethis pagdein Jerusalan Because you say, "We have made
a @vanant with desth, and with the nether warld we have medea padt; When the olewhediming smurge pessss it will nat reach us
Fa wehavemecelies ar réuge and in falsghood wehavefaund a hdngplaee™ Thedae thusssystheLad GOD: Seg | am
laying a stonein Zion, a stone that has been tested, A precious cornerstone as a sure foundation; he who puts his faith in it shall not
be shaken. (Isaiah 28: 14-16)

Hear, O peoples, all of you, give heed, O earth, and all that fills you! Let the Lord GOD be witness against you, the Lord
fromhis holy temple! For see, the LORD comes forth from his place, he descends and treads upon the heights of the earth. (Micah 1:
2-3) and (Jeremiah 4).

With Zephaniah (650 BC) that “Day” enlarged to cover not only Israel but dso the adversary gentiles
(Zephaniah 2: 4-15), and that will become areason for their conversion and the renewal of Isragl (3: 9-18) :

“For then | will change and purify the lips of the peoples, That they all may call upon the name of the LORD, to serve him
with creacrd, Fran bgad therives o Ethigaa and asfar astherazssss o the N ath, they ddl bring me dfegings On that
day Yau ned nt beashamed Al your desdls yaur réodliaus adiansagaing me Far then will | reroefranyour mdd thepraud
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braggarts, And you shall no longer exalt yourself on my holy mountain. But | will leave asa remnant in your midst a people humble
and loaly, Who gl tekerdugein thenamed thelL ORD; theremant d I1gad. They el donowangand ok nolies Na
shall there be found in their mouths a deceitful tongue; They shall pasture and couch their flocks with none to disturb them. Shout for
joy, O daughter Zion! sing joyfully, O Israel! Be glad and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The LORD has removed
thejudgrent againg yau, hehaes turned anay yaur enames TheKingd Igad, theLORD, isin your mdd, yau have no further
mdatuneto fear. On thet day, it $dl besaid to Jrusden Fexr nd, O Zian, bena dsourage! TheL ORD, your Gad, isin
yar mdg, amidty ssva; Hewill rgdeos yau with dadness and renevyau in hisloge Hewill sngjoyfully beaused yau, as
one sings at festivals. | will remove disaster fromamong you, so that none may recount your disgrace.”

With the exile in Babylon, the subject of “the Day’ comes agan with more intensity as a “day of
judgment” for gentiles and “victory” for the remnant of 1sragl. This way the “Day of Yahweh” expands for the
gentiles too, and delays the end of times. Sarting from Ezekid this day became a note to the “destruction” “An
ad isamng theed is aing upan yau Seeit aarming The dimex has amefa yau who didl in theland! Thetinehas ame
near isthe day: atime of consternation, not of rgjoicing.” (Ezekiel 7: 6-7)

With Danid this day will be “the end of the world” (Danid 9: 26, 11: 27, 12: 13): “After the sixty-two weeks
an anointed shall be cut down when he does not possess the city; And the people of a leader who will come shall destroy the sanctuary.
Then the end shall come like a torrent; until the end there shall be war, the desolation that is decreed.”

The image of Yahweh's wars agangt | sradl’s enemies becomes stronger, because of the cosmic image of
God's origind victory over the beasts and the emptiness. Thus, Yahweh will destroy al the dliance aganst
Jerusdem, and they will admit he is the judge of the whole universe. All people will go awvay, the peoples and
their gods will be destroyed, the “Day of Yahweh” will mark afinal victory of God over his enemies. The Psalms
of the kingdom will transfer this “hope” to “prayer,” by invoking the “God of revenge” (Ps 94), and announcing
the “reign of God” (Ps 93, 96-99).

After the conquest of Pdestine by the Roman generd Pompey the Greet in 63 BC, the Jews longed for a
descendant of the line of David, king of Israel and Judah “Messiah”, who would break the Roman yoke, establish
the empire of the Jews, and rule as a righteous king over the subject nations. This desre ultimately led to the
rebellion in AD 66-70 that brought about the destruction of Jerusalem!

2- Eschatology in the New Testament:

With the coming of Jesus Chrigt, time takes on anew dimension that we see in the variety of terms used
referring to the day of:

“Vidtaion” (1 Pt 2:12) “Maintain good andud anongthe Gartiles sothet if they ok o you asedldogs they may
observe your good works and glorify God on the day of visitation.”

“Wrath” (Rom 2:5) “By your gubbarnness and inpanitet heart, you are gaing up wrath fa yoursdf far the day o
wrath and revelation of the just judgment of God,”

“Judgment” (2 Pt 2:9) “then the L ad knoas how to resue the devaut fram trid and to kegp the unrigntenus under
punishment for the day of judgment,”

“That Day’ (Mt 7:22) “ Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name? Did we not
drive out demonsin your name? Did we not do mighty deeds in your name?,”

“Day of the Lord” (1 Thes 5:2) “Fa you yoursdves knovvay wdl thet theday d theL ad will carelikeathid at
night” and (2 Thes 2:2) “na to be deken aut d yaur mnds uddanly, a to be darmed ether by a "qarit," a by an ad
statement, or by a letter allegedly from us to the effect that the day of the Lord is at hand,”

“Day of the Lord Jesus’ (1 Thes 1:8) “For fromyou the word of the Lord has sounded forth not only in Macedonia
and (in) Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything,”

“Day of Chrigt” (Phil 1:6-10) “6 | amanfidat d this that the anewho bagan a good wak in yau will antinueto
anpdeit until theday d Chrid Jesus 7 It isrigt thet | shauld think thisway abaut dl o yau, besausel hdd yau in my heart,
yauwhoaredl partneswith mein gag bah in my imprisment and in theddenseand anfirmetion o thegogpd. 8 Far Gadis
my witness, how | long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And thisis my prayer: that your love may increase ever more
and norein knonledgeand ey kind d peragtian, 10 to dsern what isd vdue othat you may be pureand blamdess far the
day of Christ,”




“Day of Son of Man” (Lk 17:24-26) “ 24 For just as lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other,
wll theSn d Man be (in hisday). 25 But fird hemmud auffer gestly and bergeted by this grneation. 26 Asit wesin the
days of Noah, so it will bein the days of the Son of Man.”

Furthermore, we encounter more sophisticated terms describing that day or tha last phase of life on
earth, such as:

“Epiphaneia” which means “vision” (2 Thes 1.7), (1 Pt 1:7-13),

and “ Apokalypsis’ which means “Appearance”’ (1 Tm 6:14, Ti 2:13),

and aso the famous word that comes in the Chaldean Mass for ordinary days and funerdsin the “ Hymn
d Thankggving' (RazeDansawn): “ Parousia” meaning the second and glorious coming (Mt 24:3 and 27, 1 Thes
2:19, 2 Thes 2:1, 1 Cor 15:23, Jas 5:7-8, 1 Jn 2:28).

The last term gives the meaning of “Presence’ (2 Cor 10:10), or “Coming’ (2 Cor 7:6-7). This word was
used in the Greek-Roman world referring to the officid visit of the Emperors. Its usage in the NT could be dso
taken from the OT’ s “revelation tradition” about the “coming of the Lord” (Zec 9:9)

“ Rejoice heartily, O daughter Zion, shout for joy, O daughter Jerusalem! See, your king shall cometo you; a just savior is he,
Meek, and riding on an ass, on a colt, the foal of anass.” Thus we know from the NT that the “Day of the Lord” isthe
“Day of Christ.”

a- TheComing of the Lord:

The question that arises is. was the coming of the Lord fulfilled with the coming of Jesus of Nazareth,
who became the Lord of the world? The question is gill there between the traditiond eschatology and its
fulfillment in the present time. John the Baptist declares that the judge of times “will come”

“I am bgptizing yau with weter, far rgoantanas but theanewhois aming after meismidtie then |. | amna wathy to
carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the holy Spirit and fire” (Mt 3:11).

Still the same John the Baptist sends his disciples to question Jesus:

“ Are you the one who is to come, or should we |ook for another?” (Mt 11:3).

Jesus himsdf declares that “the kingdom of heaven is here” in a similar form to that in the OT for the
day of the Lord that “has come” “the kingdom of God has come upon you™ (Mt 12:28).

The fact of Pentecost fulfills the prophecy of Jod that the day of the Lord opens the “lag days’ (Acts
2:17). In addition, the entrance of the gentiles in the church redizes the prophecy of Amos (Acts 15: 16-18).
Nevertheless, neither Resurrection nor the Pentecost is cdled “the Day of the Lord!” This term has reached its
fulfillment and redization a little bit, in the “days’ of the lord Jesus (on earth). Sill it handles more hope for
Christians, who are waiting for his return (from heaven).

b- Christ’s Second Comingis Soon and L ate:

The awaiting of the lord, in his coming, is characterized with obscurity and ambiguity. Although the
believers were sure that:

“This Jesus who has bam taken up fram yau into heaven will reurn in the same way as yau have ssn him ging into
heaven” (Acts 1:11)

but <till they ignore the hour of his coming “ Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord
will come” (Mt 24:42).

Consdering that that Day is dways “about to come,” is something that was strongly perceived in their
fath consciousness. Thus, they go spontaneoudy after the theory of “being so close to hgppen!” The NT
tradition afirms subgtantidly that “That Day’ is “close to happening,” within a frame of “ddaying’ tha
somehow seems to be normal or expected. Consdering it “about to happen” does not mean precisdy it is close
intimel!

c- Resurrection and Glorious Coming:

Whatever importance “the coming of the Lord” has a the end of times, it should not cover the faithful’'s
consciousness or terrify them, to not make them forget about the meaning of the Resurrection and of Pentecost!
Christisalready living in his glory, and heiswith us all the time.
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