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From the Bishop’s Desk:

RESTORING UNITY TO THE
CHURCH OF THE EAST

What is left today from the historic Church
of the East is a shadow of what her spiritual and
cultural splendor was through past centuries.
Quantity and Quality are two quite relevant and
connected categories of the human condition; on
both accounts, the Church of the East, Chaldean
and Assyrian, is facing drastic challenges.

The number of faithful of both Churches,
at the present time, may slightly exceed a total
of one million and one hundred thousand people.
Being fragmented into two or three Churches (the
Chaldean, the Assyrian of New Calendar, the
Assyrian of Old Calendar), even that limited number
is considerably weak. Furthermore, facing the
challenges of modern times, especially immigration
and settlement in several dispersed countries, these
Churches will certainly face tough times for survival.

As for the quality, the core of the ancient
greatness is still preserved and available in the
heritage of the present day Chaldean and Assyrian
Churches. Apostolic tradition, theology, liturgy and
its aesthetic expressions, a score of martyrs and
saints, monasticism, missionary activity, and the
whole of ecclesial history of the Church of the East,
is nothing less than a fascinating epic of human
and Christian endeavor. But most of that epic is
unknown or distant from the ordinary faithful. Thus,
that heritage should be refurbished and be brought
to live in a fashion that is suitable for modern times.

Though the Chaldean Catholic Church, which
includes thousands of Assyrians --and therefore
belongs to them as well-- is the one Church that is
best equipped to survive as the heir of the
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Church of the East, the fact remains that the faithful
of the Assyrian Churches as well as their Chaldean
brethren belong to the same ecclesial heritage.

Based on the will of the Lord, and
considering the primordial ecclesial unity of these
faithful and their Churches, and being aware of hard
and harsh actual facts, it becomes an imperative for
every responsible hierarch of these Churches, in
fulfilling his priestly mandate, to strive for restoring
that primordial unity of the Church of the East.
The past fifteen years were indeed a remarkable
constructive time for Church leaders in building
broken bridges between the Catholic side and
the independent Assyrian side. The dialogue,
having solved the main problems in the fields of
Christology, Liturgy, and Sacramental Theology,
has reached at the present time a critical phase in
matter of Ecclesiology: that is in regard to the will
of the Lord for the administration of his Church.

The situation in Iraq, opening a window of hope for
all of its inhabitants, brings to the Chaldeans and
Assyrians new challenges in the political, social,
and cultural arenas. The ecclesial as well as the
civil dynamics for common cause and common act
are of great relevance for a formula of final success.
Indeed, there is no good alternative to unity. Thatis
the challenge of our generation.

To be continued
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This page is presented by the Pure Love Club at St. Peter Chaldean Catholic Cathedral
www.pureloveclub.org
“The body, and it alone, is capable of making visible...

“Theology of the Body" was the first major
teaching project of Pope John Paul Il. The foundations
forit are the words of the book of Genesis that establish
marriage as a union of the two “in one flesh” (Gn 2:24),
where we read that the first man and woman were both
naked yet “felt no shame” (Gn 2:25),

John Paul Il teaches that the inner “logic” of

the Christian mystery cannot be understood unless we
understand the meaning of sexual difference and our
call to the sacrament of marriage.
The mystical union of the Trinity is reflected in the
bodily and spiritual union of the husband and wife. God
uses the perfection of the spiritual and bodily union of
the husband and wife to propagate the blessings of life
through history.

As physical, bodily creatures we simply cannot
see God. He's pure Spirit. But God wanted to make his
mystery visible to us, so he stamped a sign of it into

the mystery hidden since time immemorial in God.”

Pope John Paul II

Theology of the Body

our bodies by creating us as male and female in His
own image (Gn 1:27).

Any intimate contact between a man and a
woman outside the holy bond of marriage is an attack
on the essence of the Trinity. Many young people
ask, “how far | can go with the person | “love”?" This is
the wrong question to ask. What needs to be asked is
“What do | need to do to bring the person | love closer
to Christ” Others ask “is it ok to kiss before marriage?
| will let the Lord Himself answer this question. “Bur
I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has
already committed adultery with her in his heart” Mathew
5:28
Keith Michael Esshaki
Sub-Deacon

keith@ gtesystems.com

Source: www.theologyofthebody.net

YOUTH BINGO FUNDRAISER

This Youth Bingo is sponsored by St. Peter Chaldean
Catholic Diocese and is a fundraising event for the
upcoming Youth Convention, which will be held on July
Ist & 2nd of 2004 in San Diego at St. Peter Cathedral.
For more details on the Convention and what it consists
of, please visit www.chalduashur.com . At this website
you will also be able to register to participate in this
Youth Convention as well as view the program for those
two days in more detail. Your registration form must be
submitted by Easter Sunday, April 11, 2004.

If anyone is interested in volunteering to help the
Youth Convention Planning Board in preparation
for the convention or to assist in any of our
fundraising endeavors, please feel free to contact us at

chalduashur@hotmail.com

Youth Convention Planning Board

FAMILY BINGO

CONVENTION FUNDRAISER

St. Peter’s Cathedral Hall

Thursday April 15, 2004
6:00 vo 9:00 p.m.

Food & Drinks Will Be Available

RAFFLE & AUCTION

ENjJoY YOUR TIME & WIN
SOME GREAT PRizgs!!!

www. chalduashur.com
NO CHILDREN UNDER 10 PLEASE




On February 22, 1931, a young Polish nun, Sr.
Faustina Kowlaska, saw a vision of Jesus with rays of mercy
streaming from the area of His Heart. He told her to have
an image painted to represent this

The Message of Mercy

The Feast of Mercy
Jesus also requested that the Sunday after Easter be
officially established in the Church as the Feast of Mercy:
“On that day the very depths of My tender

vision and to sign it, “Jesus, 1 trust
in You!™ Calling her the Apostle and
Secretary of His mercy, He ordered
her to begin writing a diary so others
would learn to trust in Him. In a series
of revelations, He taught her that His
mercy is unlimited and available even
to the greatest sinners, and He revealed
special ways for people to respond to
His mercy.

The ABC’s of Mercy

The message of mercy can be
called to mind simply be remembering
A-B-C.
Ask for His Mercy. God wants us (o
approach Him in prayer constantly.
Be Merciful. God wants us to receive
His mercy and let it flow through us to
others.
Completely trust in Jesus. God wants
us to know that the grace of His mercy
is dependent upon our trust.

The Sacred Image

How to Pray
The Chaplet of Mercy

Our Father .... Hail Mary...
The Apostles’ Creed.
On the single head before vach decade
Eternal Father,

1 offer You the Body and Blood,
Soul and Divinty of Your dearly be-
loved Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ,
in atonement for our sins and those
of the whole world.

On the ten beads of each decade:
For the sake of His sorrowful
Passion, have me mercy on us and
on the whole world.
Conclude with ithree times)

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy
Immonal One, have mercy on us
and on the whole world,

| mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean
of grace upon those souls who approach the
fount of My mercy™ (Diary, 699)

The Divine Mercy Novena

On Good Friday 1937, Jesus dictated the
intentions for Novena that He wanted Saint
Faustina to say before the Feast of Mercy. By
means of a special prayer, she was to bring to
His Heart a different group of souls each day:
“I desire that during these nine days you
bring souls to the fountain of My mercy”
(Diary, 1209)

The Hour of Great Mercy

Our Lord asked for special prayer at the
hour that recalls His death: “At three o’clock
implore My mercy, especially for sinners:
and, if only for a brief moment, immerse
yourself in My Passion.... This is the hour
of great mercy .... In this hour I will refuse
nothing to the soul that makes a request of
Me in virtue of My Passion” (Diary, 1320).

The image that Our Lord asked
St. Maria Faustina to have painted is
a portrait of Jesus as Merciful Savior. The red and pale rays
represent the blood and water that flowed from His pierced
Heart as a fountain of mercy for us. The image is a reminder
for us. To some to Jesus with trust and to be merciful to
others; and it should always carry the signature, “Jesus, |
trust in You!"

Many different versions of the image have been
painted, but Our Lord made it clear that the painting itself is
not what is important: “Not in the beauty of the color, nor
of the brush lies the greatness of this image, but in My
grace” (Diary, 313) So, no matter which version you prefer,
you can be assured that God’s grace will flow through it.

The Chaplet of Mercy

In 1935, Our Lord taught Saint Faustina a special
prayer: “Encourage souls to say the Chaplet....Whoever
will recite it will receive great mercy... Through the
Chaplet you will obtain everything, if what you ask for is
compatible with My will” (Diary, 1541, 687, 1731).

The Sacraments of Mercy

The Sacraments of Penance and Eucharist
are special fountains of mercy which should be received
frequently with great trust and love (Diary, 914, 1602).
To emphasize the importance of these two great “miracles
of mercy,” Our Lord made their reception a condition for
obtaining His promise for the Feast of Mercy: *The soul
that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion
shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment™
(Diary, 699).

Works of Mercy

God expects us to let His mercy flow through us
to others. His words to Saint Faustina are unmistakably
clear: *“I demand from you deeds of mercy, which are to
arise out of love for Me. You are to show mercy to your
neighbors always and everywhere™ (Diary, 742).

Sponsored by the Knight of Columbus

Association of Marian Helpers: www.marian.org.



[ From Ramsha of Holy Saturday ]

Introduction: Scripture as the Source

[f one were asked to describe the liturgy and theology
of the Assyro-Chaldean Church in one word, that
word would be “Biblical.” Before using philosophy or
mysticism to define her theological concepts, before
looking for something exterior to the Faith to express
herself, the Church of the East first and foremost looks
to the Bible as the source and fount of her theology.
That being the case, it is the trademark of our spiritual
patrimony to have a meticulously close and refined
reading of Sacred Scripture.

The Dead Were Raised from Their Tombs

One example of this is found at the end
of Ramsha, or Evening Prayer, of Holy
Saturday. In this prayer, we have an
example of an extensive and very beautiful
reflection on a single line of the Bible. The
Bible verse from which this prayer draws
itself is from the Passion Narrative of the
Gospel of Matthew (Ch. 27: 52). which
describes the miraculous occurrences just
after Christ’s death:

“The earth quaked, rocks were split, tombs
were opened, and the bodies of many saints
who had fallen asleep were raised.

It is this last phrase, “the bodies of many saints who had
fallen asleep were raised,” which opens the door to the
speculation found in the prayer we are examining. The
prayer begins thus:

In our Lord’s suffering was true sadness, and this marvel
seized angels and men. The dead who had been buried
arose and left their tombs while singing: “Glory to the
Son who lowered himself and, for our sake, hung on a
piece of wood, and who cried out with his living voice
and shook heaven and earth.

After this introductory verse, the prayer becomes an
extended reflection on the Old Testament, and the way
in which Christ’s passion and death fulfilled the hopes
of all the patriarchs and prophets, beginning with Adam
and continuing, verse by verse, through many of the
righteous characters of the Old Testament:

Awake, O First Adam, and see the Only-Begotten Son who
suffered like a sinner at the hands of his own people!

Awake and arise, O cheated Abel, killed by the unjust brother,
and see the Savior of the world who dies for the life of the
world!

Awake and arise O innocent Noah, who was an intercessor
Jor the world, and see the Son of the Most High, who hangs

on wood this day!

The guiding concept of these verses is that the promises given
by God to those whom he favored are all at once fulfilled in
Christ’s death and resurrection, and so, the ones to whom
the promise was given are told to “Awake!” and “see” the

Sfulfillment of their hope.

Lights and Shadows

It is not only human beings who are referred to in this
prayer: we the listeners are told to behold the very lights
of the natural world:

Come and see the sun — the light — and the moon — the
beautiful lamp — wearing a gloomy darkness, so that
their Lord might not be seen disgraced.
Many of the verses describe Christ’s life as
being foreshadowed by the life of one of
the characters of the Old Testament:

Awake O righteous Joseph, who was spit upon
by his brothers, and see Jesus the Savior who is
spit upon by their sons!

Awake and arise from the dirt, O Solomon, sea
of wisdom, and see the Lord of Wisdom who is
mocked by ignorance!

All of the prophets are addressed as
well, one by one, beginning with Moses
and ending with Zechariah and John the

Baptist:

Awake O Moses, head of the prophets, and see the Lord of
the Prophets, who suffers at the hands of the sons of the
prophets, as was foretold by the prophets!

Awake O blessed Zechariah, and his beloved son the Baptist,
and see your Lord made into a sacrifice and offering this

day!

All the Dead

After many verses addressing individual persons, there
are several verses addressing all the dead:

Awake and arise O Fathers who died in the hope of the
resurrection, and see, at the top of Golgotha, the Lord of all
creatures!

Awake and arise all you deceased, and see the living, who
bring forth to the house of the dead, the Lord of the living
and the dead!

Our Liturgy gives us this reflection during Holy Week
so that we might remember the centrality of Christ’s
sacrifice in human history and its fulfillment of all that
came before it in God’s plan of salvation.

ByAndy Younan



