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From the Bishop’s Desk

THE CHALDEAN LITURGY
As the global, spiritual and cultural link among
the communities of the faithful

For the AssyroChaldean Church of the East,
nothing is more relevant than the liturgy as a binding
cultural belt and formative spiritual factor. In that
liturgy, indeed. is condensed the most significant
patrimony of the Church’s theology, Biblical exegesis.
monastic spirituality, popular piety, literature, and
musical art. The Liturgy is the most precious treasure
of the Chaldean Rite and the most eloquent expression
of its historic identity.

The actual rituals of this liturgy reflect
basically, the same tenure that was selected, arranged
and organized by the Patriarch Isho’yahb II1 (+650).
Since then, many developments and alterations
occurred: some of them could be considered as
growing organically, while some others are alien
elements. Hence the need for a Reform that will take
into consideration also the contemporary pastoral
situation.

For the faithful of the Chaldean Church,
dispersed in so many countries and living among
so many cultures, the Chaldean liturgy remains the
strongest factor of spiritual unity and a common
feeling of belonging to one Church and heritage.
The historic features of this liturgy are at the same
time the most remarkable particularity of this Church
vis-a-vis the other Churches of Christendom as well
as her contribution to the enrichment of the Body of
Christ.

The reform of the Latin liturgy, as a result
of the Second Vatican Council, affected to various
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extents most of the Eastern Catholic liturgies as well.
Consequently, the new Latin practices became a model
that was imitated by some Eastern clergy. including
Chaldeans. Also, personal standards and choices
became in the past decade a common phenomenon in
most of Chaldean dioceses and parishes, resulting in a
chaotic situation. A genuine liturgical reform is, at the
present time, an imperative for the Chaldean Church;
that very endeavor is one of the most arduous, but
unavoidable, challenges for the new patriarchate.

The risk is real that under the banner of
“Renewal” some Chaldean hierarchs, nourished by alien
culture, will attempt to steer the reformation process
towards the “arabization” of the Chaldean Church, and
cast its liturgy into Arabic language and literary style
with borrowed elements from Latin rituals. If that
alienation attempt would succeed in any near future,
God forbid, it would cause irreparable damage to the
historic characteristic of Chaldean Church of the East;
it will cause its cultural and spiritual fragmentation;
and it would be a drastic blow to the hope of restoring
to its primordial unity the AssyroChaldean Church of
the East. We are confident that the new patriarchate is
aware of this risk, and will steer the reformation process
toward a genuine renewal, i.e. as a healthy and organic
growth of the great and perennially valuable liturgical
patrimony of the Church of the East.

To be countinue
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camels through the eye of the needle. We will achieve
our sad end of becoming an imitation of anti-Christ,

rebelling against the Prince of Peace because we lack (ﬂié) m. hh‘ ﬁ‘

the humility to be his willing servants. s aatatd g
pol (S A V! o
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If we are indeed to be humble enough to enter
paradise, then the greed for money and the pride of
power could easily be called the satanic virtues, (those ‘ngf‘w‘ g yesddly ol OF PR (30 S

of course being any opposite of the will God, i.e.
vices). Whenever we are after anything without God as || ¢4 Sk 0940 W b>buw 40 froxd peer (o Jlang
its end, then we consciously or subconsciously make
a satanic sacrifice of our soul, asking the Prince of the

Earth (Satan) to forgive us for our past holiness and to At g“«_,-” Ly e |°U~3 W lydll e Py
help us to become one in his image. o e E(e .
e ) gl 4 g2 98 LU yead pgcy p0g
We must begin the process of conversion to . ) -
Christ from greed. He is the only way to security, "»‘5 Loyo o Jrzmig lon Jré = o0 Iy

and we will achieve it by forsaking material if it is
a hindrance to the welfare of our souls. Finally it is gt f’-q-w & Pl pyg gl 'el.o‘ THw 9» fg-a" .
important to re-address the truth that what God has il olo 8 il full g 503 31 iVl Gl ¥ o
created is always good and we must obey the laws of © e o=« : emele ? b

the Creator; that we may, by God’s grace, enjoy lives Oy Casaxil doguo oo M
with security; that we may never eat nor even want to

eat of that Tree. ﬂ‘&f}d‘wujéﬁ‘ﬁﬂ‘&fwh

0 1485 W 4k ) Shunzg il (4 pgucy (309

.9L0J|9

Samer Naoum
Chaldean Youth Foundation L === —

YOUTH BINGO FUNDRAISER P

This Youth Bingo is sponsored by St. Peter Chaldean '
Catholic Diocese and is a fundraising event for the FUNDRAISER
upcoming Youth Convention, which will be held on July

Ist & 2nd of 2004 in San Diego at St. Peter Cathedral. St. Peter Church Hall
For more details on the Convention and what it consists Thmd ay M mh 11 m
’ _

of, please visit www.chalduashur.com . At this website

you will also be able to register to participate in this 8:00 - 10:00 M‘

Youth Convention as well as view the program for .
those two days in more detail. Your registration form AGES 15-30 Strictly Enforced

must be submitted by Easter Sunday, April 11, 2004. Food - Raffle Prizes - Auction

If anyone is interested in volunteering to help the AND Much More!!!ilt

Youth Convention Planning Board in preparation hald h
for the convention or to assist in any of our Www.C uashur.com

fundraising endeavors, please feel free to contact us at PLEASE RSVP - § pace is limited

chalduashur@hotmail.com For Reservations call
Jennifer Halabo @ (619) 857-2828




Sidestepping Sodom
“On Material Goods and the Evils of Materialism?”

This essay on “the treasures of the Earth” is
now set before my readers that we may come to see
what is becoming ever more prevalent in our culture:
Materialism. This essay is in no way an attack on
material goods, for God has created material and no
evil can come from Him: my single aim is to show
where the necessity of material things differs from
the evils of Materialism. These two closely resemble
the good of alcohol and the evil of its counterpart,
alcoholism. Only by clearly understanding the role
that material goods have in society can we begin to
use God’s gifts to provide ourselves with better lives;
however, to neglect the danger of materialism as an
evil would only soothe us with a nice fuzzy feeling, if
that, for what God has given us, and blind us to the fact
that man has a tendency to abuse God’s gifts.

On the subject of using and abusing gifts from
God, one must speak of two things. The first is the
necessity of material goods, and how they provide us
with the instruments needed for a good life. Secondly,
that there are ramifications for man of choosing by free
will to morph good into sin. We may be influenced
by society today to love material treasures as an end
in  themselves, vyet
in the end we have a
choice, and we must s
choose wisely with the
interests of our souls.
We must never believe
that money will solve
our problems, for that
belief (not the money
itself) brings about
more troubles.

I once heard someone say, “get the money
and everything falls into place.” I would rather have
heard him say “get the money and everything falls out
of place.” He used the word money not as meaning
“dollars sufficient to raise a family and perhaps
purchase a home, securing a material future,” but he
rather defined it as “the end which he longed.” That is
to say that, rather than having money as the means to

secure for his future family the material necessary for
education and so on, he sought a type of education
(that word meant “diploma™ rather than a true
education) that would give him “security” with an
abundant amount of wealth. | will say again that the
reason that everything often falls out of place when
material wealth is achieved is that we seem to forget

that the lust over money and goods is indeed the root
of all evil. It is the root because the tree which grows
from it resembles the Tree of Knowledge in Eden.
It was of course through the fruit of that tree that
we were kicked out of Paradise. It is imperative to
know our boundaries, whether it is drinking alcohol
or needing financial wealth. For instance, some type
of currency is obviously necessary (whether it be
money or cattle), but to consciously have a desire
for more cattle than the next is an evil. To want
this is uniformity with the will of the devil. Lucifer
himself was once good, (the name Lucifer means
light-bearer), but after realizing that his power was
insufficient, his light was extinguished, crowning
him the prince of darkness. Whenever we abuse
a gift from God we commit a crime just like that
of the devil. We choose our wills above the will of
God. We extinguish our own lights when we choose
to want more money, power, or excess of any thing.
Result: our life journey will consist of getting money
first, getting power second, then trying to get our




This page is presented by the Pure Love Club at St. Peter Chaldean Catholic Cathedral
www.pureloveclub.org

“The body, and it alone, is capable of making visible... the mystery hidden since time immemorial in God.”

What is John Paul II's Theology of the Body?
The ‘Theology of the Body' is Pope John Paul Il's
integrated vision of the human person - body, soul, and
spirit. As he explains, the physical human body has a
specific meaning and is capable of revealing answers
regarding fundamental questions about us and our
lives:

+ Is there a real purpose to life and if so, what is
it?

+ Why were we created male and female? Does it
really matter if we are one sex or another?

*  Why were man and woman called to communion
from the beginning? What does the marital union
of a man and woman say to us about God and
his plan for our lives?

«  What is the purpose of the married and celibate
vocations?

« What exactly is “Love"?

« st truly possible to be pure of heart?

All of these questions and many more are answered
in Pope John Paul llI's 129 Wednesday audiences,
which were given between the years 1979 and 1984.
His reflections are based on Scripture (especially the
Gospels, St. Paul and the Book of Genesis), and contain
a vision of the human person truly worthy of man. John
Paul Il discusses who man was in the beginning, who
he is now (after original sin), and who he will be in the

Pope John Paul 11

Theology of the Body

age to come. In future issues of SAWRA, we will
accompany you to greater heights as this message is
applied to the vocations of marriage and celibacy, in
preparation for the Kingdom of Heaven.

Adopted from www.theologyofthebody.net

Join us every Friday
during Lent for Stations
of the Cross in English,

7:30PM at St. Peter

Chaldean Catholic
Cathedral

Pure jLove

www.PureLoveClub.org
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